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The issue between the free coinage of sil-
ver on the ratio of sixteen to one and the
gold standard of coinage, combined with the
general dissatisfaction over industrial condi-
tions, gave the election to the Republicans in
1896, and William McKinley, author of the
McKinley Bill, was seated in the Presidential
chair. The Spanish-American War (which
see) was the leading event of McELinley's
administration; and may be considered epoch-
making, since it radically changed the foreign
policy of the government. MeKinley was
reflected in 1900, but was assassinated in
1901, and was succeeded by Theodore Roose-
velt, who by general election in 1904 was con-
tinued as President until 1909.
William Howard Taft defeated Bryan in
1908 and held office for four years. He was
renominated by the Republicans in 1912, but
the progressive Republicans formed a new
Progressive Party and nominated Roosevelt.
Both parties met defeat, and the Democrats
came into power with the election of Wood-
row Wilson.
The Republican party came into power
with the election of Warren G-. Harding in
1920. He died in August, 1923, and was suc-
ceeded by the Vice President, Calvin Cool-
idge, who was reflected in 1924 for the next
full term. Herbert Hoover was President
from 1929 to 1933, and was defeated for re-
election, following a period of business de-
pression.
Other Parties. Since the adoption of the
Constitution there have been two dominant
political parties in the country, and one or
the other has been in constant control of the
government. From time to time, however,
other parties have arisen and brought before
the country issues not included in the plat-
forms of the dominant parties. The most
important of these are the following:
National Republican Party. This party was
really a wing1 of the Democratic-Republican
party. The party favored internal improve-
ments, and a protective tariff. They elected
John Quincy Adams in 1824, and nominated
Henry Ciay in 1831, but were defeated by
the Democrats.
American Party, also called Know-No thing's.
This party originated in New York and Phila-
delphia in 1835, Its main doctrine was op-
position to the influence of foreigners in the
government. The party attained its greatest
prominence in 1852. The members were bound
by a secret oath, and nominations were made
In secret. From their declarations of igno-
rance as to the existence of the party and its
 proceeding's, the members were given the
name Know-Nothings, and this name was
finally applied to the party. In the election
of 1854 they carried most of the New England
states, New York, Maryland, Kentucky and
California, and polled a large vote in the
South, but their influence rapidly declined,
and many of the members joined the Republi-
cans.
Whig- Party. The Whig- party was organized
in 1834 by a coalition of the National-Re-
publicans, the Anti-Masons and the Democrats
who opposed Jackson's policies. Their most
distinguished leaders were Daniel "Webster
and Henry Clay. At the time of their organ-
ization the Whigs favored a liberal construc-
tion of the Constitution, a protective tariff
and a United States Bank. They were de-
feated in 1836, but in 1840 they elected General
Harrison by a large majority. Harrison died
soon after his inauguration, and his successor,
Tyler, was unable to carry out the policies
of the party. The party divided into Northern
and Southern factions over the Mexican War,
and was defeated in 1844. In 1843 the Whigs
elected General Zachary Taylor, but again
they were disappointed by the death of the
President early in his term. The party became
divided on the question of slavery, and was
defeated in the Congressional elections of
1852. After this, most of those in the North
joined the Republicans, while those in the
South joined the Democrats.
Liberty Party. The Liberty party was or-
ganized to oppose slavery and was in exist-
ence from 1839 to 1848. It held three national
conventions, but had no effect upon the results
of national elections. It was merged with
the Free-Soil party, and both joined the
Republican party. William Lloyd Garrison
was their most noted leader. John G. Whittier
and Wendell Phillips were prominent members
of these anti-slavery organizations.
The Constitutional Union Party. This party
was founded in 1860 by the Southern Whigs,
who would not unite with the Republicans or
either wing of the Democratic party. Their
platform was "The Constitution, the union of
the states and the enforcement of the laws."
They carried Kentucky, Tennessee and Vir-
ginia, but were destroyed by the Civil War.
Prohibition Party. This party was organ-
ized in 1869, and is still in existence. It has
a peculiar record. Although it has never
secured an electoral vote, it has seen the goal
of its endeavor, namely national prohibition
of the liquor traffic, accomplished by the rati-
fication of the XVTIIth Amendment to the
Constitution in 1919. Previous to the intro-
duction of this amendment into the United
States Senate, state after state had passed
prohibition laws, and while the passage of
these laws cannot be traced directly to the
Prohibitionists, without doubt the influence of
their vigorous denunciation of the liquor
traffic was far-reaching in securing- this
legislation.
Greenback Party. The Greenback party was
organized in 1874 by those opposed to the
return to specie payments (which see). They

